
TASC Talk - Bees and Beekeeping 
By Darren Jeacock 
 
Darren gave us a very interesting and in fact captivating talk about the life of bees and what it takes to be a 
bee keeper. You could sense the passion he has for his subject. 
 
Darren has his own apiary in Syresham, and produces his own (well his bee’s own) honey which he sells. 
 
I must admit I did not realise just how much work and preparation went into keeping a hive of bees. I thought 
you just left them to their own devices and every now and again you tap off some honey and possibly wax. I 
was wrong, there is a whole science behind bee keeping, from the types of hives that are used, are evidently 
there are three main designs, to how to make sure your queen doesn’t decide to leave, taking half the bees 
with her. 
 
Darrin showed us one of his hives and explained why he used this type and how the bees organised 
themselves within and how they kept the hive cool and clean. He also described the, I think it was 3 different 
types of bee waggle dance that bees use to communicate there finding of a suitably good crop of pollen to the 
rest of the hive. 
 
It came as a surprise and a shock to some of us, that bee keeping may also involve physically killing off an older 
queen, by what seemed to be in quite a cruel manner, to allow a new queen to be hatched for the continuing 
health of the hive. 
 
Darren also introduced us to some of the dangers bees face. One of them is the Asian Hornet. Below is some 
information about this pest. 
 
At the end of his talk a number of us purchased his honey and will be giving it a try over the coming weeks. 
  



 


